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Ivory Coast on the west and French Togoland on the east*
which with Dahomey divide it from the great British Colony
of Nigeria.
Ashanti has a stormy history. In the coastal regions, the
people, mostly immigrants, developed over long years into
small autonomous units under European protection and
without tribal tradition, but in the interior tribal organi-
zation, practically untouched by European influences, was
strong and the most highly organized was the Ashanti
federation, who began to harry their neighbours, especially
the coastal peoples, and to demand a greater share in the
trade. Continuous local conflicts led to the intervention of
the British, and the bellicose spirit of King Prempeh brought
about the Ashanti campaigns, including Sir Garnet (later
Lord) Wolseley*s campaign against Kumasi in 1874, and
finally led to the annexation of Ashanti in 1901 and the
deposition of Prempeh. He went into exile, but was allowed
to return in 1924. Ten years later, the Ashanti Confedera-
tion was restored, and in 1935 Prempeh's successor under
the title of Prempeh II was proclaimed Asantehene, or
paramount ruler of the Ashanti tribes. The famous Golden
Stool, the traditional abiding place of the soul of the Ashanti
people, was at the same time restored.
Though Ashanti is now part of the Gold Coast and under
the control of a Chief Commissioner, considerable local
autonomy'is enjoyed by the Ashanti people under then-
native administration, and Ashanti, once a battleground of
fierce tribes, has made substantial economic and social
progress, the once bloodstained city of Kumasi being now
a progressive modein town, with electric light, water supply
and other amenities of dvilization.
The Northern Territories, which came under British
influence in 1897, have also made great strides economically
and it is in the Northern Territories, more than any other